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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to show the pattern, habits, and expectations
of the University newspaper readership, and to suggest plans for the future.

As the analysis of survey data indicate, students generally do not read the
University Paper on a regular basis, and read articles selectively, which are
interesting or important. Students’ overall rating for the paper is not
satisfactory. The major function of the paper is perceived to be providing
campus related information, reflecting the major view of student body, and
reporting campus related issue. The influence of the paper on campus is
gradually weakening compared to how it has been in the past.

As a result, the function of the paper in the future has to focus on reflecting
the major view of student body, dealing campus issues in order to provide
insight, and facilitating communication among students. The traditional function
of the paper, which is civilizing, enlightening and educating, is no longer
deemed to be important. Due to increasing interests in broadcasting among
students, recruiting student reporters and journalists is getting more difficult
than ever; consequently, the influence and authority of the paper are weakening.
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In conclusion, at the time of rapid changes and numerous challenges, the
university newspaper should plan ahead for the future. and keep changing, in
order to continuously play an effective role as a newspaper that meets the
demands and interests of its readership.

Keywords: University Paper, The majorfunction of the paper, Communication,
The influence of the paper

| . Objective and Necessity of the research

University paper has a diminished role as a tool for communication on
campus because it often carries non-relevant, non trendy and obsolete
information. As a result, many students are not showing interest in subjects
portrayed by a college newspaper. The purpose of this research is to show the
pattern, habits, and expectations of University newspaper readership, and to

suggest plans for the future.

II. Content and Methodology

1. Sample and methodology

Randomly selected 700 students from University and collected responses of
250 students via survey.
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lll. Analysis of Survey Data

1. Analysis of Frequency of reading the university paper

In response to “How often do you read the University Paper?” 129 students
(51.6%) answered “rarely”, 21.2% “never”, 11.2% “once for every 2 or 3 weeks”,
8.4% “once for a month”, and 7.6% of them responded “always”.

This data indicates that most students responded that they rarely or never
read the paper, and we can extrapolate that out of 8000 students only about
500 students regularly read the university newspaper.

[ Table 1] Frequency of reading the university paper

"How often do you read the : Valid | Cumulative

University Newspaper?” Frequericy | Pescerit Percent Percent
(1) always 19 76 76 76

(2) once for every 2 or 3 weeks 28 | 12 11.2 18.8

(3) once a month 21 B4 84 272
__(4) rarely 129 51.6 51.6 78.8

(5) never 53 212 21.2 1000 |
| Total 250 1000 | 1000

Figure 1
'@(1) always

m(2) once for every 2 or 3
weeks
0(3) once a month

(4) rarely

W (5) never
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2. Approach of reading the paper

In response to “How do you read the paper?” 129 students (51.6%) responded
“only interesting articles”, 16.0% “only important article”, 10.8% “only headlines”,
and only 5.2 % “cover to cover.”

This data indicates that students generally read only certain parts, which
interest them. 67.6% of participants read the articles selectively according to

their interests and necessities..

[Table 2] Approach of reading the paper

“How do you read the Paper?” | Frequency | Percent P}a{raclgrilt C‘f,”gggr?t"e
(1) cover to cover 13 5.2 52 52
(2) only headline 27 10.8 10.8 16.0
(3) only interesting articles 129 51.6 51.6 67.6
{4) only important articles 44 16.0 16.0 83.6
(5) others 40 16.0 16.0 99.6
Total 249 99.6 99.6
Missing System 1 4 4 1000
Total 250 100.0

Figure 2

V

m (1) cover to cover

| (2) only headline

£1(3) only interesting articles
[1(4) only important articles |
m(5) others
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3. Favorite section of the paper

In response to “What type of article interests you?” 118 students (47.2%)
said “school related”, 168% responded “social issues”, 12.4% “culture and
entertainment”, and 6.4% “research (academia).

This data signals that many students are not interested in reading
research-related articles in the newspaper. In other words, the level of research
activity is gradually deteriorating at University.

[Table 3] Favorite section of the Paper

th‘,t" type of article interests Frequency | Percent |Valid Percent Cleildive
you! Percent
not_responded 1 A 4 _ 4
(1) school related 118 47.2 47.2 476
(2) social issues 42 16.8 16.8 64.4
(3) culture and entertainment 31 124 124 76.8
(4) research (academia) 16 6.4 6.4 83.2
(5) others 41 16.4 16.4 99.6
Taotal 247 99.6 99.6 100.0
Missing System 1 4 4 1
Total 250 100.0 100.0

Figure 3

'm{ﬂi_nut responded

m(1) school related

0(2) social issues

| O(3) culture and entertainment
M (4) research (academia)

' @(5) others
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4. Satisfaction Level

In response to “How satisfied are you with the articles you read?” 121
students (48.4%) answered “neutral”, 30.0 “satisfied”, and 13.6% “unsatisfied”.

This data indicates that 32.2% of participants are satisfied with the articles
they read on a regular basis, but it also shows that approximately 66.4% of the
participants are generally not satisfied with the articles,

[Table 4] Satisfaction Level

“goﬁ}ztles;t;z?;e?ega??“mu with thel b uency | Percent [Valid Percent (,l;r::cl::tve
not_responded 4 1.6 1.6 1.6

(1) extremely satisfied 5 2.0 2.0 3.6

(2) satisfied 5 30.0 30.0 33.6

(3) neutral 121 48.4 48.4 82.0

(4) unsatisfied. 34 13.6 13.6 95.6

(5) extremely unsatisfied. 11 44 44 100.0
Total 250 100.0 100.0

Figure 4

@ (0) not responded

W (1) extremely satisfied

0 (2) satisfied

0 (3) neutral

W (4) unsatisfied.

@ (5) extremely unsatisfied.
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5. Evaluating the paper’s professionalism

In response to “How would you rate the level of the paper’s
professionalism?” 175 students (70.0%) answered “average”, 12.4% “excellent”,
and 11.6% “poor”.

This data illustrates that the level of the college newspaper does not meet the
standard of professionalism expected by the student body.

[Table 5] Evaluating the paper's professionalism

of The panesd o ot nelises?| Freauency | Percent | pefens | “Porcent
not responded 3 1.2 1.2 1.2

(1) extremely excellent 6 2.4 24 3.6

(2) excellent 31 12.4 124 16.0

(3) average 175 70.0 70.0 86.0

(4) poor 29 11.6 116 976

(5) very poor 6 24 24 100.0
Total 250 100.0 100.0

l Figure 5
3 (0) not responded

'm (1) extremely excellent
0(2) excellent

;D{S} average

'm(4) poor

|@(5) very poor
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6. The influence of the paper on campus

In response to “How influential do you think the paper is on campus?” 107
students (42.8%) responded “average”, 32.8% “minimal”. On the other hand, only
6.4% answered “substantial”.

This data shows that the majority of students perceive the university
newspaper as not being influential.

[Table 6] The influence of the paper on campus

: o v
o e amausr mi ™h® [Frequency| Percent | porein: | “Prcent -
not responded 3 12 ) 12 1.2
(1) very substantial 10 4.0 4.0 52
(2) substantial 16 6.4 6.4 116
(3) average 107 42.8 42.8 54.4
(4) minimal 82 32.8 32.8 872
(5) unnoticeable 32 128 12.8 100.0
~Total 250 | 1000 | 1000
i Figure 6

|@(0) not responded |
'm (1) very substantial
(2) substantial

1(3) average

m (4) minimal

@ (5) unnoticeable
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7. Elaborate section

In response to “Which section do you think the paper has to elaborate?” 124
students (49.6%) “said campus news sectioncz”, 17.6% “society news section”,
14.4% “culture and entertainment section”, and 10.8% “research section”.

This data implies that campus related information and news should be more
emphasized. On the other hand, society section and culture and entertainment
section should be less dealt with.

[Table 7] Elaborate section

“Which section do you think the Valid |Cumulative
paper_has to elaborate?” Frequency| Percent | percent |~ Percent

(1) campus news section 124 49.6 49.6 49.6

(2) society news section 44 176 176 67.2

(3) culture and entertainment section 36 144 144 81.6

(4) research section 21 10.8 10.8 924

(5) others 19 7.6 7.6 100.0
 Total 250 100.0 | 1000

Figure 7

@(1) campus news seclion

m(2) sociely news section

0(3) culture and enteftainment
section

(4) research section

m(5) athers
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8. Role of University Paper

In response to “What do you think is the most important role of the
University Paper?” 134 students (53.6%) answered “collecting (reflecting) the
voice (view) of student body and faculty members”, and 83 students (33.2%)
said “informing campus news.” On the contrary, “criticizing and observing the

society under surveillance” was only 8.4%.

This shows that the university paper is no longer functioning as a critic and

watchdog of the society, but the major function of the paper is changing to

collect and express the voice of the student body and faculéy members, and to

disseminate the campus news to people on campus.

[Table8] Role of University Paper

“What do you think is the most . .
. . . Valid [Cumulative
important role of the University Frequency | Percent
” Percent | Percent
Paper?
not responded 2 8 8 8
(1) informing campus news 83 33.2 332 34.0
{2) collecting (reflecting) the voice
(view) of student body and faculty 134 536 536 816
members
(3) cnt{cxzmg and obsel"vmg the 21 8.4 84 9.0
society under surveillance
(4} others 8 32 32 99.2
Total 248 99.6 100.0
Missing System 2 8 8 100.0
Total 250 100.0

" unge®, M32d(2003.1230) - 82 -
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| Figure 8

/M (1) informing campus news ||

'b] not-respcw_\ded

|0(2) collecting (reflecting)

| the voice (view) of student

| body and faculty members |

il:l (3) criticizing and observing|
the society under
surveillance

= (4) others

| !

9. Rating performance of the University Paper

In response to “How do you rate performance of the paper?”, 161 students
(64.4%) responded “average”, 22.4% “low”, and 26.4% of participants negatively
evaluated the performance level of the Paper.

This data indicates that students are generally not satisfied with performance
level; in other words, the roles of “collecting (reflecting) the voice (view) of
student body” and “informing campus news' are not met at the satisfactory

level.

[Table 9] Rating the performance of the University Paper

it of s et Frequency | Percent | pereant | Percent -
(1) very high ) 2 8 8 8

(2) high o 21 84 84 9.2

(3) average ) 161 644 | 644 73.6

(4) low 56 224 224 096.0 |
| (5) very low 10 4.0 4.0 100.0
Total N 250 100.0 100.0
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Figure 9

II (1) very high :
|® (2) high
|00(3) average |
0 (4) low
M (5) very low |

10. Major strength of the paper

In response to “What is the major strength of the paper?” 110 students
(44.0%) answered “reporting campus information”, 8.8% “collecting (reflecting)
the voice (view) of student body”, and 88% “criticizing the society / reporting
news coverage”. Also 6.0% of participants considered “in-depth analyzing of
campus issues’ as the major strength of the Paper.

- @ (1) criticizing the
Figure 10 society / reporting
news coverage
W (2) reporting campus
information

0(3) innovative theory
0 (4) fulfilling cultural
needs

u (5) fulfilling intellectual
needs

@ (6) indepth analyzing
of campus issue

B (7) collecting
(reflecting) the wice
__(view) of student body
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[Table 10] Major strength of the paper

“What is the major strength of Frequency | Percent Valid |Cumulative
the Paper?” Percent | Percent
(1 crmc.lzmg the society / 99 38 88 88
reporting news coverage
(2) reporting campus information 110 44,0 440 52.8
(3) innovative theory 10 4.0 4.0 56.8
(4) fulfilling cultural needs 10 4.0 4.0 60.8
(5) fulfilling intellectual needs 5 2.0 2.0 62.8
(6) %n depth analyzing of campus 15 6.0 6.0 688
issue
(7} collecting (reflecting) the voice
(view) of student body 22 88 88 778
(8) others 55 22.0 220 99.6
Total 249 99.6 29,6
System 1 4 4 100.0
Total 250 100.0 100.0

11. Major weakness of the paper

In response to “What is the major weakness of the paper?” 39 students
(156%) responded “in-depth analyzing of campus issue”, 14.4% “fulfilling
intellectual needs”, and 14.4% “collecting (reflecting) the voice (view) of student
body”. Also some other weakness of the Paper are “criticizing the society /

“

reporting news coverage’, “innovative theory”, and “fulfilling cultural needs”
This data implies that the role of the “University Paper”’, which is “collecting
(reflecting) the voice (view) of student body and faculty members”, does not
meet the expectation of students. Moreover, the role of the Paper does not
satisfy students needs for “innovative academic theory” which is the major

strength of traditional university papers.
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[Table 11] Major weakness of the paper

“What is the major weakness of Valid | Cumulative
& Frequency| Percent
the paper? Percent Percent
(1) criticizi - iety /
Eiaarg B ses &Y 136 | 136 136
reporting news coverage
(2) reporting campus information 21 8.4 84 22.0
(3) innovative theory 22 8.8 8.8 30.8
(4) fulfilling cultural needs 17 6.8 6.8 376
(5) fulfilling intellectual needs 36 144 144 52.0
(6) in-depth analyzi fc
N it el al M 156 | 156 676
issue
(7) collecti flecting) the voice
cf) ecting (reflecting) the voic % 144 144 820
(view) of student hody
(8) others 45 18.0 18.0 100.0
Total 250 100.0 100.0
Figure 11 m(1) criicizing the

TddngedE
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society / reporting
| news coverage
m (2) reporting campus
information

| 0(3) innovative theory
[1(4) fulfilling cultural
needs

m (5) fulfilling intellectual
needs

3(6) in-depth analyzing
of campus issue

m(7) collecting
(reflecting) the woice
(view) of student body
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12. Direction of the University Paper

In response to “which role of the paper should be emphasized?” 51 students
(204%) answered “reporting campus information”, and 18.8% of participants
responded “collecting (reflecting) the voice (view) of student body and faculty
members”. Furthermore, a small number of students chose the major role as
“criticizing the society / reporting news coverage®, “in—depth analyzing of
campus issue”, “fulfilling cultural needs”, and “fulfilling intellectual needs” in
order. This finding is quite significant, because it suggest what course of
action the University Paper should take in the future.

[Table 12] Direction of the University Paper

“Which role of the Paper should Valid |Cumulative
K N Frequency | Percent

be emphasized? Percent | Percent
(1) criticizing th i

criticizing the society / 37 148 | 148 148
reporting news coverage
(2) reporting campus information 51 20.4 204 352
(3) innovative theory 18 12 1.2 424
(4) fulfilling cultural needs 27 10.8 108 532
(5) fulfilling intellectual needs 21 84 84 616
(6) in—depth analyzing of ca

e yeme of campus 31 124 | 124 740

issue
(7) collecting (reflecting) the voice

) 47 18.8 188 92.8
(view) of student body
(8) others 16 6.4 6.4 99.2
Total 248 99.2 99.2
System 2 8 8 100.0
Total 250 100.0 100.0
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| @ (1) criticizing the [
society / reporting
news coverage

| m(2) reporting campus |

| information |

Figure 12

i 0(3) innovative theory

0 (4) fulfilling cultural
needs

m (5) fulfilling intellectual
needs |

m(6) in-depth analyzing
of campus issue |
| m(7) collecting l
(reflecting) the voice
(view) of student body

IV. Conclusion

As the analysis of survey data indicate, students generally do not read the
University Paper on a regular basis, and read articles selectively, which are
interesting or important. Students' overall rating for the paper is not
satisfactory. The major function of the paper is perceived to be providing
campus related information, reflecting the major view of student body, and
reporting campus related issue. The influence of the paper on campus is
gradually weakening compared to how it has been in the past.

As a result, the function of the paper in the future has to focus on reflecting
the major view of student body, dealing campus issues in order to provide
insight, and facilitating communication among students. The traditional function
of the paper, which is civilizing, enlightening and educating, is no longer
deemed to be important. Due to increasing interests in broadcasting among
students, recruiting student reporters and journalists is getting more difficult
than ever; consequently, the influence and authority of the paper are weakening.

In conclusion, at the time of rapid changes and numerous challenges, the
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university newspaper should plan ahead for the future and keep changing, in
order to continuously play an effective role as a newspaper that meets the
demands and interests of its readership.
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